Rontgen's discovery, it was not until fairly recently that radiation therapy was esteemed of true value in this country.
In the introduction to his well-known report, published in 1927, Heyman of Stockholm wrote: "Radiological treatment of carcinoma of the cervix uteri, has, since its first searching efforts, scarcely fifteen years behind it. During these years it has fought its way through a number of difficulties appertaining to the technique of the treatment no less than those of a financial and social order. Many a one who has seen the far too great expectations of the first few years crumble up, has retreated disheartened. That is the reason why there are only six clinics that are able to-day to submit a fairly large number of radiologically treated cases which have been under observation for at least five years." Since 1927, however, there has been great activity throughout Great Britain in the realm of radium therapy, and in some spheres, though not in that of the uterus, the old story is recurring of reaction following the non-fulfilment of too great expectations.
In a discussion of any therapeutic measure it is impossible completely to avoid statistics, but As in the case of fibroids, either X-rays or radium may be used. Using X-rays, the action is primarily on the ovary, by inserting radium into the uterus the direct endometrial action is probably the greater but the ovaries are sufficiently near to receive a castration dose. Gynaecologists appear to favour the use of radium, and this is certainly more certain in stout patients, but if there is a dread of any operation, and if the patient is of normal stature, X-rays would appear to be the method of choice. 
